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(57) ABSTRACT 
A force and torque converter provides command sig 
nals representative of a translational applied force and 
an applied torque extending about an axis substantially 
perpendicular to the axis along which the translational 
force is applied. The apparatus comprises of body to 
which the force and torque are applied, first and second 
connecting means attached to the body, means for bias 
ing the connecting means to a central position and sen 
sor means comprising two sensor devices arranged to 
detect a displacement force in each of the first and sec 
ond connecting means respectively and which respond 
to the applied translation force and also respond to the 
torque to resolve the torque into a force comprising two 
components. A very important embodiment of the in 
vention is arranged to operate in three dimensions and 
to resolve any applied torque into a respective compo 
nents related to three mutually perpendicular axes. The 
apparatus can thus interpret operator applied hand sig 
nals for controlling an apparatus such as a computer 
based system. 

18 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

FORCE AND TORQUE CONVERTER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a force and torque 
converter and has useful applications in a wide field of 
activities particularly where a manual motion is to be 
converted in to a control "signal'. For example, ma 
chines such as industrial robots, back hoes and con 
puter graphic workstations have complex control re 
quirements. 

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION 

In existing systems, control of a vehicle such as a back 
hoe is achieved by manipulation of levers and more 
recently by joy sticks. In computer applications joy 
sticks are a common control system but a computer may 
also employ a "track ball” or a "mouse'. These devices 
have limited directions of motion and accordingly lim 
ited commands only are possible. 

In addition to a control system, there is also a need for 
a sensing system to monitor applied forces and torques; 
an example of such a sensor system is a system for moni 
toring applied forces and torques with respect to three 
axes in a manipulator (see U.S. Pat. No. 3,921,445 Hill 
and Sword). In that specification the manipulator is of a 
hand like form comprising a pair of jaws which are 
relatively pivotally movable under operation of an elec 
tric motor. The manipulator is defined as having a wrist 
and sensing means are provided for sensing the magni 
tude and direction of forces along three mutually or 
thoganal axes intersecting at the wrist and for sensing 
the magnitude and direction of torques about the axes. 
The form of the sensing means is a series of sensors 
extending around the longitudinal axis of the manipula 
to. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention consists in an apparatus for 
providing command signals with respect to X, Y and Z 
mutually orthogonal axes, and the signals being repre 
sentative of translational applied forces along the X and 
Z axes and applied torques about the X and Y axes, the 
apparatus comprising a body to which the forces and 
torques are applied, resilient connecting means attached 
to the body and mounting the body for receiving force 
and torque for urging the body to be displaced relative 
to a fixed base, and sensor means arranged to detect a 
response in the connecting means to any directional 
component of applied translational force in the X-Z 
plane, and to any directional component of applied 
torque about the X and the Y axes. 

In the preferred embodiments described below, a 
very small displacement results from each of the transla 
tional force and applied torque, the connecting means 
being biased to a central position. However, it is possi 
ble to embody the invention in a form in which no 
displacement takes place and instead sensors respond 
whereby a signal is derived representative of the force 
or torque tending to cause displacement at each sensor. 
For example, a system in which automatic control 
causes the input of some energy to resist the displace 
ment could be used, the input of energy having a corre 
sponding signal generated for indicating the magnitude 
of the applied force. 
The invention is especially valuable in permitting 

embodiments in which the applied translational force 
and/or the applied torque are respectively resolved into 
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2 
components with respect to most preferably three mu 
tually perpendicular axes. Hereinafter the invention will 
be exemplified with reference to the most complex 
example in which a three dimensional device is utilised 
and it will be appreciated that a complex ergonomically 
designed control system can utilise an apparatus of this 
form. It is envisaged that for many applications a handle 
or grip for an operator will be provided and this grip is 
adapted to receive a translational force and a torque, the 
translational force being applied in any direction and 
the torque being about any desired axis. The output 
signals can be used to control any required device and 
sophisticated control of, for example, a machine can be 
achieved with just one control member. This can be 
very important for the control of complex machines 
which require an operator to use a multiplicity of sepa 
rate levers for controlling, e.g. hydraulic circuits. An 
other area in which there may be very beneficial appli 
cations is for control of devices for handicapped per 
SOS 

In a preferred embodiment the apparatus is such that 
only at most very small displacement results from the 
applied translational force and/or torque. In the me 
chanical examples described hereinafter the mathemati 
cal error resulting from displacement is at most exceed 
ingly small and may be disregarded for very small an 
gles of displacement. 

In one specific embodiment, the fixed base has a por 
tion at which the X, Y and Z axes intersect and the 
connecting means comprise respective pairs of resil 
iently deformable connecting arms extending in the Z. 
and Y directions, the arms of each pair extending away 
from the base portion in opposite directions to be con 
nected to the body, and wherein the sensor means are 
adapted to detect a displacement in the respective con 
necting arms and provide signals permitting computa 
tion of the applied torque and/or force, the sensor 
means detecting torque about the Y axis or displace 
ment in the X direction at respective locations in the 
arms extending in the Z direction on opposite sides of 
the X axis, and detecting torque about the X axis or 
displacement in the Z direction at respective locations 
in the connecting arms extending in the Y direction on 
opposite sides of the Z axis. 

Preferably, the apparatus described in the previous 
paragraph is such that the remote ends of said arms are 
constrained against movement in second and third mu 
tually perpendicular axes, which are each perpendicular 
to said first axis. 
When the embodiment of the preceding paragraph is 

applied to a three dimensional version, then the con 
necting means comprises three pairs of arms extending 
mutually perpendicularly and co-operating with the 
body so that the respective pairs of arms are constrained 
about respective mutually perpendicular axes. 
Apparatus according to the invention preferably in 

cludes signal processing means for processing the sig 
nals detected at the respective sensor means whereby 
output signals correspond with the applied torque and 
the applied translational force and, in the case of a three 
dimensional version of the invention, the output signals 
represent the resolution of the applied force and applied 
torque with respect to three mutually perpendicular 
2XS. 

A second important embodiment of the invention is 
one in which the connecting means comprises a series of 
three connecting structures each comprising an arm 



4,811,608 
3 

extending from the body and pivotally connected 
through a joint having universal action through at least 
a limited range of angles to a leg, the leg extending 
normally in a direction substantially at right angles to 
the arm to be attached to the fixed base, the biasing 
means biasing the leg to a central position and the leg 
having an ability to move against the biasing in a plane 
being substantially that containing the pivot point of the 
universal joint and substantially perpendicular to the 
axis of the leg. 

Preferably, a universal joint providing a limited range 
of motion is used for the pivotal connection between the 
leg and the arm. 

Preferably, the apparatus is arranged such that each 
of arms of the connecting structures has its pivotal con 
nection with its leg member such that a reference axis of 
the connecting member extends from a central point in 
the body through the pivotal connection and this refer 
ence axis is substantially at right angles to the axis along 
which displacement is sensed by displacement of the 
pivotal connection. 

Preferably, each leg member is arranged to extend at 
right angles to the reference axis of the associated con 
necting member, the remote end of the leg member 
being fixed. 

Preferably, the biasing means includes resilient de 
formability provided in the leg member and for this 
purpose preferably a reduced diameter portion is pro 
vided in the leg member near its remote fixed end. 
An important embodiment of the invention consists in 

an apparatus for transforming applied forces into trans 
lational components along three mutually perpendicu 
lar axes and torque components about these three axes, 
the apparatus comprising a body to which the force is 
applied, three connecting members attached to the body 
and extending away therefrom such that in a central 
position of the body remote connection points on the 
respective connection members lie along respective 
reference axes extending from a central point of the 
body, these reference axes being mutually perpendicu 
lar, respective leg means being pivotally connected to 
the respective connection members at said connection 
points through universal joints of limited range and 
motion, biasing means being provided to bias the con 
necting members towards the central position and sen 
sor means for sensing displacement of each connecting 
member and/or each connecting leg whereby the na 
ture of the applied force may be determined. 

For this important embodiment an effective mechani 
cal design is one in which the body is a ball-like member 
and each of the connecting members is generally L 
shaped and extends in a plane at right angles to the 
corresponding leg member, the arm of the L connected 
to the ball-like member extending through the ball 
member and being pivotable about its own axis which 
extends at right angles to the leg member and at right 
angles to the reference axis of the connecting member, 
and the other leg of the L having a universal joint lo 
cated upon the reference axis. 
To facilitate a stable and durable mounting, the arm 

of the leg of each connecting member passing through 
the ball-like body can be of a cranked design to permit 
overlapping of the three respective arms. 

Preferably, the sensor means associated with each 
connecting member is arranged to operate substantially 
in a plane and is arranged to monitor motion transverse 
to the reference axis of the connecting member and 
motion along the reference axis. 
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4. 
Where the device has three reference axes, rotation of 

the body about a first axis will cause displacement at the 
sensors mounted by a connecting members having ref 
erence axes perpendicular to the axis about which rota 
tion takes place. This is due to an applied couple; there 
are equal and opposite reactions. 

Since the invention will normally be applied in a 
situation in which only small motions are monitored, 
references to planes and motion in planes (although 
representing an ideal situation) will not necessarily pre 
cisely describe the motion which in fact occurs. The 
motion which occurs in one embodiment is planar, but 
in other embodiments is over a small portion of a near 
spherical surface, but for the small motions envisaged, 
these motions can be treated in practice as essentially 
planar motions and will be described in this specifica 
tion as being planar. 

Preferably, each sensor has a planar plate and motion 
is detected by a light emitting means and light detecting 
C2S 

Advantageously a data processing means collates the 
detected movements of the three sensor plates and pro 
duces a signal representative of the effort applied to the 
body of the apparatus, which may comprise transla 
tional motion, rotational motion or combinations 
thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Embodiments of the invention will now be described 
by way of example only with reference to the accompa 
nying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a first embodiment of 

the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the first embodiment in prac 

tical form with the top of the spherical hand grip re 
moved; 
FIG. 3 is a partially broken away side-view of the 

first embodiment with the top of the hand grip removed 
and the front portion of the arm structure in the middle 
region just above the central plane omitted; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the principles 

of a second embodiment in which the mounting struc 
ture is directed externally from the hand grip arrange 
ment; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional elevational view of a practical 

embodiment corresponding to FIG. 4 and looking along 
the Y direction at the device as seen in the X-Z plane; 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of the embodiment of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged view of a preferred form of 

mounting for the respective legs of the embodiment of 
FIGS. 5 and 6; 
FIG. 8 is an elevation of the embodiment of FIG. 7; 
FIG. 9 is an inverted plan view of the embodiment of 

FIG.7; 
FIG. 10 is a plan view of an alternative embodiment 

of connecting arm for use with the operator hand grip 
shown in FIGS. 12 and 13 and corresponding to the 
arms 33A, 33B and 33C of FIGS. 4 to 6; 
FIG. 11 is an elevation of the mounting arm of FIG. 

10; 
FIG. 12 is an axial cross-sectional elevation of a ball 

like operators hand grip for use with mounting arms as 
in FIGS. 10 and 11 in an apparatus functioning in a 
manner equivalent to FIGS. 4 to 6; and 
FIG. 13 is an inverted plan view of the operator's 

grip shown in FIG. 12. 
The theory behind the operation of the first embodi 

ment can be more easily understood by referring to the 
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schematic diagram of FIG. 1 which illustrates an em 
bodiment with the mounting arrangement internally 
disposed relative to an operator's hand grip. Three pairs 
of leaf-spring elements 10A, 10B and 10C are attached 
to a metal base 8 and extend in three mutually perpen 
dicular planes; the center lines of the leaf-spring ele 
ments intersect at the centre of the base 8, and extend 
respectively along X, Y and Z axes. 
The leaf-spring elements 10A, 10B and 10C are sub 

stantially of the same length and each leaf-spring ele 
ment has at the end distant from the base 8, a ball-like tip 
11A, 11B and 11C which lies within a respective slot 
12A, 12B and 12C in a hand grip 9 represented by a 
frame. Each slot provides constraint of the correspond 
ing tip against movement relative to the grip in a direc 
tion perpendicular to the plane of the corresponding 
leaf spring. Thus, for example a displacement force 
applied to the grip 9 along the Z axis causes bending of 
the leaf-springs 10B only and strain gauges (not shown) 
measure the bending so that a signal corresponding to 
the displacement force can be produced. Each tip has a 
freedom of motion relative to the grip 9 in the plane of 
the corresponding leaf-spring. Thus, displacement of 
the hand grip along the direction of elongation of a 
leaf-spring, or across the direction of the leaf-spring 
does not result in any bending of the leaf-spring. 
A displacement force at an angle to each of the axes 

is resolved into corresponding bending components in 
all leaf-spring elements. 

Similarly, a torque applied to the hand grip is re 
solved into corresponding couples about the respective 
X, Y and Z axes. For example, torque about the Z axis 
causes equal and opposite bending of the leaf-springs 
10A as the respective tips are deflected. 

Forces applied along each of the axes and torques 
applied about each of the axes can be equated as fol 
lows: 

where Frrepresents a force in the I direction, TI repre 
sents a torque about the I axis and R1 to R6 represent 
relative displacements in the directions indicated. 
When a force is applied to the hand grip 9 in the X 

direction, there is a corresponding slight bending of one 
pair of leaf-spring elements 10C such that one element 
of the pair bends a distance equal to R1 and the other 
element bends a distance equal to R2. The resultant 
force in the X direction is thus given by Fr=R1--R2. 

Similarly, if a torque is applied about the Y axis, one 
of the leaf-springs of a leaf-spring pair 10C bends and 
produces a displacement of R1, while the other leaf 
spring of the same pair bends and produces a displace 
ment of R2 in the opposite direction. The resultant 
displacement about the Y axis is thus given by 
Ty=R1-R2. The remaining forces and torques are 
calculated in a similar manner. 

In practice an apparatus as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 is 
used to implement the principles shown by the sche 
matic diagram of FIG. 1 in which like parts have been 
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6 
given like reference numerals. The sensing apparatus is 
supported by a fixed supporting rod 3 above a ground 
plane, the rod connecting to a central mounting block 8. 
A force or torque applied by an operator's hand placed 
on a spherical hand grip 9 is converted into its individ 
ual mutually perpendicular components by means of an 
optical detector. In this embodiment each of the X, Y 
and Zleaf-spring elements consists of a pair of flat resil 
ient metal strips spaced apart and secured by screws 7 to 
opposite faces of the central cubic mounting block 8 and 
at their remote ends the strips are interconnected by a 
connector 13 having screws which also attaches an end 
fitting 14. The end fitting 14 has an axially extending 
shaft terminating in the ball like tip 11A, 11B or 11C. 

In this embodiment, the optical detector associated 
with each leaf-spring comprises a light emitting diode 
(LED) 2 and a photodiode 3 fixedly mounted on a 
bracket 4. Each bracket is mounted on a respective 
mounting bar 6 secured by screws 7 to the central block 
8, with a packing block 6A and the central part of the 
leaf-spring element being sandwiched between the 
mounting bar 6 and the central block 8. A shutter 5 is 
attached to the end fitting 14 (which interconnects the 
leaf-spring metal strips) and thus movement of the shut 
ter alters the extent to which the radiation of the LED 
2 can fall on the photodiode 3. Thus displacement is 
determined by alteration of current in electrical cir 
cuitry. Each photodiode is connected through wiring 
for electronic circuitry where the necessary computa 
tion of force and torque takes place. 

Referring to FIG. 4, a second embodiment is shown 
wherein a hand grip 30 is represented by a mounting 
ball 31 to which shafts 31A, 31B and 31C are affixed. 
The hand grip 30 is mounted through a set of three 
L-shaped mounting structures pivotally mounted on the 
respective mutually perpendicular shafts. The mounting 
structures comprise V-shaped arm members 33A, 33B 
and 33C and respective leg members 32A, 32B and 32C 
which connect the hand grip 30 to a base 34. 
Each of the arm members 33A, 33B and 33C is V 

shaped and hingably connected to the corresponding 
shafts 31A, 31B and 31C for pivotal motion respectively 
about the X, Z and Y axes. Each of the arm members is 
connected to a respective leg member 32A, 32B and 
32C through a ball joint 35 which provides a limited 
range of universal relative motion. The base of each leg 
member is fixed to the base 34 and includes a narrow 
portion 36 near the base to provide a region of preferen 
tial bending. Each leg is of a spring metal material and 
has inherent resilience biasing the leg to the position 
shown in the drawing. 

In use a force and or torque applied to the grip 30 
results, in the general case, in a displacement of each of 
the respective arm-leg member connections and in par 
ticular displacement at the respective ball joints is de 
tected. In a practical embodiment a detection plate 
assembly would be mounted near each ball joint to 
enable accurate measurements of deflection in a sub 
stantially planar surface perpendicular to the axis of the 
respective leg 32A, 32B or 32C. It can be shown that the 
force and torque components applied to the grip can be 
calculated from the respective displacements by the 
following equations: 
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where Fr is a force applied in the I direction, TI is a 
torque applied about the I axis and R1 to R6 represent 
the relative displacements of each respective ball joint 
as shown in the drawing. 
The schematic diagram shown in FIG. 4 is useful for 

understanding the principles behind the operation of the 
second embodiment: however, a construction as shown 
in FIGS. 5 and 6 is a practical embodiment. 
The complexities associated with the construction of 

the second embodiment can be more readily understood 
by considering one of its mutually perpendicular planes. 
Thus referring to FIG. 5, an X-Z plane is shown with 
the Y axis perpendicular to the plane of the paper. The 
apparatus has corresponding construction and function 
when considered in either of the other two perpendicu 
lar planes. In the embodiment of FIGS. 5 and 6the same 
reference numerals have been used for the parts corre 
sponding to the structure shown in FIG. 4. 
FIG. 5 is an axial section through the ball-like grip 30 

which is adapted to fit comfortably in the operator's 
hand. The hinges represented by the mounting shafts 
31A, 31B, 31C of FIG. 4 are replaced by respective 
cranked cross-shafts 31A, 31B and 31C which extend 
from just one side of the ball grip 30 and comprise part 
of the respective arms 33A, 33B and 33C. The cranked 
profile of each shaft is to permit the three mutually 
perpendicular shafts to pass diametrically through the 
ball and to cross over one another thereby permitting 
the shafts to be rotatably mounted at each end at bear 
ing points 40 within the ball grip. The free end of each 
shaft is secured by a screw 45 and washer 44, a part 
spherical cap 46 being secured over the free end of the 
shaft by screws 43. 
Each ball joint 35 comprises a part spherical ball 

member 35A mounted on the leg 32A, 32B and 32C 
with a corresponding tip element 35B (with a part 
spherical cavity) mounted on the end of the respective 
arms 33A, 33B and 33C. A screw threaded extension 
35C extends beyond the ball joint from the leg and the 
ball joint is assembled by a first securing nut 38. A sen 
sor assembly 39 is then fixed on the screw threaded 
extension and secured in place by a second nut 41. 
The sensor plate assembly 39 mounted on the end of 

arm 33B extends generally in the X-Z plane. The sensor 
plate 39 is of opaque material and is adapted to interrupt 
to a variable and partial extent the passage of light from 
light sources 42 which are directed towards light de 
pendent resistors 47. 

Reference will now be made to FIG. 7 to 9 which 
show a preferred and alternative mounting arrangement 
for the respective legs of the embodiment of FIGS. 4 to 
6. One mounting unit is shown in each of FIGS. 7 to 9 
and has the general feature of providing true displace 
ment in a plane, whereas in the arrangement of FIGS. 4 
to 6 the displacement is in a very small arc of a sphere 
and is thus not true planar motion and very small errors 
are introduced into the results obtained. 
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8 
In FIGS. 7 to 9 the parts for mounting the ball grip 

corresponding to leg-arm combination 32A, 33A are 
shown; like reference numerals are used for like parts. 
A rigid base plate 34 is adapted to be fixed to a rigid 

mount so as not to move in space. The mounting arm 
33A is pivotally connected to the hand grip (not shown) 
and is connected to the base plate 34 through a resil 
iently displaceable mounting leg arrangement; the arm 
has a ball joint including a ball 35A extending from the 
arm 33A and engaged in a seat of the mounting leg 
arrangement. This leg arrangement comprises a gener 
ally pear-shaped rigid plate 32A providing a seat for the 
ball 35A, a first set of spring legs 36A, a rigid connect 
ing disk 36B and secondary spring legs 36C extending 
parallel to the first set of legs and connected to the base 
34. The respective sets of legs are alternately spaced 
equally around a circular path and thou form essentially 
a complex spring structure. Any motion of the mount 
ing arm 33A in a plane parallel to the plate 32A causes 
the three spring legs 36A to be bent resiliently into a 
shallow S-shape, reaction occurs through the disk 36B, 
and the secondary legs 36C bend resiliently into a corre 
sponding S-shape bent in the opposite direction. Thus, 
an applied force to the hand grip 30 causing displace 
ment of the arm 33A in the relevant plane causes motion 
of the plate 32A and thus motion of an attached shutter 
39 in a parallel plane thereto. Displacement is detected 
by the degree of interruption of a light source (not 
shown) inpinging on photodiodes 47. 
From FIG. 8 it will be seen that the shutter 39 has 

operating edges 39a and 39b extending at right angles so 
that displacement in the plane is resolved in two compo 
nents. The shutter is mounted on a mounting shaft 39c 
extending from the pear-shaped plate 32A through an 
aperture in the rigid base 34, the rigid base carrying the 
photodiodes. 
FIG. 7 shows most clearly respective bosses 36D 

through which the resilient legs 36A extend, these 
bosses extending into respective apertures in the base 
34. Any excessive movement of the arm 33A causes one 
or more of the bosses to abut the wall of the correspond 
ing aperture thereby providing a limit to movement. 
An alternative and advantageous embodiment is a 

variation on that of FIGS. 4 to 6 and wherein the 
mounting arm is formed as shown in FIGS. 10 and 11 
and the hand grip is as formed in FIGS. 12 and 13. The 
operating principles are the same, but the construction 
has advantages. 
As shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, the mounting arm 

referenced 33A has a generally Y-shaped physical form 
having respective ends 50, 51 and 52. End 50 has, ex 
tending laterally therefrom, the ball 35A for connection 
to the mounting leg (or plate 32A as shown in FIG. 9). 
End 51 terminates in a sleeve like tip 51a with an aper 

5 ture extending therethrough (along the X axis) and 

60 

65 

aligned with a small bore extending obliquely through 
the tip region of the arm 52. 
The hand grip shown in FIGS. 12 and 13 is of plastics 

material and has a spherical ball-shaped head and a 
circular base plate 30a, and is adapted to be connected 
to a set of three arms of the type shown in FIGS. 10 and 
11. The base plate 30a has a series of three spaced in 
clined bores 30b extending from chamfered surfaces and 
respectively along X, Y and Z axes of the apparatus. A 
series of three axially aligned corresponding bores 30c 
are provided in the top portion of the spherical head. 
FIG. 12 shows a section along the X axis. The arm end 
51 of the mounting arm of FIG. 10 and 11 is secured by 
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a bolt to the tapped bore 30b and the end 52 of the arm 
is inserted through a corresponding interior bore 30d in 
the spherical head so that the tip of the arm has its 
oblique bore aligning with the bore 30c for accommo 
dating a securing pin. The pin is threadably engaged in 
the bore 30c, but is sliding fit in the oblique bore in the 
arm end 52. 
Thus, the mounting arm has a limited freedom to 

rotate about the X axis at its connection with the ball 
shaped head and freedom about the Z-axis at its connec 
tion with the mounting leg arrangement, as conceptu 
ally shown in FIG. 4. Therefore, any displacement 
force on the ball-shaped head and along the X axis or a 
torque about the X axis results in no displacement of 
mounting leg 32A associated with arm 33A but in either 
case the other mounting legs may be displaced and thus 
the motion detected. 
The ball-shaped head includes a central interior bore 

30e for clearance purposes for the respective arm ends 
52. 
The invention can be applied to the control of an 

industrial robot, whereby pushing and twisting motions 
of the operator's hand on the grip 30 causes correspond 
ing motions at the respective sensor plate assembly and 
by computation in accordance with the above equations 
the applied forces and torques can be determined. This 
permits corresponding motion to be controlled in the 
robot. 
A further advantageous application of the present 

invention, in general, exploits the ability of embodi 
ments of the invention to detect and measure force 
and/or torque applied relative to two parts. An illustra 
tive example is the case of a connection between two 
aircraft flying information and connected by a refueling 
device. The invention could be incorporated in a cou 
pling whereby the relative applied translational forces 
and torques between the two aircraft are detected and 
monitored and indeed in a sophisticated application this 
might cause the control systems of the aircraft to auto 
matically compensate as may be necessary to keep the 
applied forces and torques within allowable ranges. 

I claim: 
1. An apparatus for providing output signals for use 

as command signals with respect to X, Y and Z. mutu 
ally orthogonal axes, the signals being representative of 
a translational applied force and an applied torque, the 
apparatus comprising a base, a body to which the forces 
and torques are applied, resilient connecting means 
attached to the body and mounting the body for receiv 
ing force in any direction and torque about any axis and 
for urging the body to be displaced relative to the base, 
the resilient connecting means comprising a set of resil 
ient connecting arm structures arranged in a three di 
mensional substantially uniform array with respect to 
said X, Y and Z axes, and sensor means arranged to 
detect a response to and to provide said output signals 
corresponding to components of an applied torque and 
components of an applied translational force with re 
spect to said axes, wherein the base has a portion at 
which the X, Y and Z axes intersect and the connecting 
means comprise respective pairs of resiliently deform 
able connecting arms extending in the X, Y and Z direc 
tions, the arms of each pair extending away from the 
base portion in opposite directions to be connected to 
the body, and wherein the sensor means are adapted to 
detect a displacement in the respective connecting arms 
and provide said output signals, the sensor means de 
tecting torque about the Y axis or displacement in the X 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

10 
direction at respective locations in the arms extending 
in the Z direction on opposite sides of the X axis, and 
detecting torque about the X axis or displacement in the 
Z direction at respective locations in the connecting 
arms extending in the Y direction on opposite sides of 
the Z axis. 

2. Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein said sen 
sor means includes sensor elements associated with said 
resiliently deformable connecting arms which extend in 
the X direction and which was adapted to respond to a 
translational force in the Y direction or to a torque 
about the Z axis. 

3. Apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the re 
spective connecting arms engage with portions of the 
body with respective freedoms of motion to a limited 
extent and respective constraints as follows: 
X axis arms: constrained in Y direction, free in Z and 
X direction and free to rotate about X axis; 

Y axis arms; constrained in Z direction, free in X and 
Y directions and free to rotate about Y axis; 

Z axis arms: constrained in X direction, free in Y and 
Z directions, and free to rotate about Z axis. 

4. Apparatus as claimed in claim 3, and wherein the 
body comprises a housing member having a portion of 
the fixed base generally centrally disposed therein with 
a mounting arm of the fixed base extending out through 
the housing, and the resiliently deformable connecting 
arms extending along the respective X, Y and Z axes 
from the fixed base portion to engage with the housing 
at respective locations, each of the connecting arms 
having a ball-like tip engaging in a corresponding slot in 
the housing. 

5. Apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein each of 
the connecting arms is of spring strip-like material, the 
strips extending in the X, Y and Z directions having 
their respective planes at right angles to one another. 

6. Apparatus as claimed in claim 5 and wherein the 
sensor means comprises a sensor device associated with 
each of the pair of connecting arms extending respec 
tively along the X, Y and Z axes and adapted to monitor 
the resilient displacement thereof, each sensor device 
including a shutter element disposed normally to in 
terupt partially a beam of electromagnetic radiation 
from a source to an electromagnetically sensitive elec 
tronic device which is adapted to be connected into a 
circuit, the electrical characteristics of the device vary 
ing depending upon the amount of electromagnetic 
radiation incident thereon and thus corresponding to 
the position of the shutter. 

7. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein each of 
said sensor means comprises a light emitting means and 
a light detecting means axially aligned substantially at 
right angles to the respective axis and a control mask 
connected to the respective resilient connecting arm 
structures and operable to vary the degree of interrup 
tion of light onto the light detecting means whereby the 
magnitude of the output signal is usable in determining 
the applied torque and/or applied force. 

8. An apparatus for providing output signals for use 
as command signals with respect to X, Y and Z. mutu 
ally orthogonal axes, the signals being representative of 
a translational applied force and an applied torque, the 
apparatus comprising a base, a body to which the forces 
and torques are applied, resilient connecting means 
attached to the body and mounting the body for receiv 
ing force in any direction and torque about any axis and 
for urging the body to be displaced relative to the base, 
the resilient connecting means comprising a set of resil 
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ient connecting arm structures arranged in a three di 
mensional substantially uniform array with respect to 
said X, Y and Z axes, and sensor means arranged to 
detect a response to and to provide said output signals 
corresponding to components of an applied torque and 
components of an applied translational force with re 
spect to said axes, and wherein the connecting arm 
structures comprise a series of three connecting struc 
tures each comprising an arm extending from the body 
and pivotally connected to a leg through a joint having 
universal action through at least a limited range of an 
gles, the leg extending normally in a direction substan 
tially at right angles to an operating axis of the arm 
extending from the intersection of said X, Y and Z axes 
through said joint, said leg being attached to the base, 
and the sensor means being arranged to monitor dis 
placements in the respective legs as follows: 

the leg elongated in the X direction responds to dis 
placement in the Z direction, 

the leg elongated in the Y direction responds to dis 
placement in the Z direction and in the X direction, 
and 

the leg elongated in the Z direction responds to dis 
placement in the X direction. 

9. An apparatus as claimed in claim 8 wherein each of 
said sensor means comprises a light emitting means and 
a light detecting means axially aligned substantially at 
right angles to the respective axis and a control mask 
connected to the respective resilient connecting arm 
structures and operable to vary the degree of interrup 
tion of light onto the light detecting means whereby the 
magnitude of the output signal is usable in determining 
the applied torque and/or applied force. 

10. An apparatus for providing output signals for use 
as command signals with respect to X, Y and Z. mutu 
ally orthogonal axes, the signals being representative of 
a translational applied force and an applied torque, the 
apparatus comprising a base, a body to which the forces 
and torques are applied, resilient connecting means 
attached to the body and mounting the body for receiv 
ing force in any direction and torque about any axis and 
for urging the body to be displaced relative to the base, 
the resilient connecting means comprising a set of resil 
ient connecting arm structures arranged in a three di 
mensional substantially uniform array with respect to 
said X, Y and Z axes, and sensor means arranged to 
detect a response to and to provide said output signals 
corresponding to components of an applied torque and 
components of an applied translational force with re 
spect to said axes, wherein the connecting arm struc 
tures comprise a series of three connecting structures 
each comprising a mounting arm extending from the 
body and pivotally connected through a joint having 
universal action through at least a limited range of an 
gles to a leg, the leg extending normally in a direction 
substantially at right angles to an operating axis of the 
arm extending from the intersection of the X, Y and Z 
axes through said joint, said leg being attached to the 
base, and the sensor means being arranged to monitor 
displacements of the respective legs in respective planes 
at right angles to the directions in which the respective 
legs extend from said universal joint towards the base. 

11. Apparatus as claimed in claim 10 wherein the 
body further comprises a ball-like element and each 
connecting arm is a cranked arm having a minor portion 
mounting the arm on the body about a pivotal axis 
extending at right angles to the operating axis applicable 
to that arm and a major portion extending from a pe 
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12 
ripheral portion of the balllike element to the universal 
joint and at an angle to the operating axis. 

12. Apparatus as claimed in claim 10 wherein each 
mounting arm is of a generally Y-shaped form and has a 
member extending transversely from one end portion 
for forming the universal joint connection with the 
associated leg, and the remote ends of the other arms 
have respective cross bores which are coaxial for piv 
otal attachment through elongated fixing elements to 
the body, the body being of ball-like form and having an 
outwardly extending flanged base, one of said other 
arms being connected to the flanged base and the other 
being inserted within the bore within the ball-like body, 
the axes of the cross bores in the respective Y shaped 
arms being located on the X, Y and Z axes of the appa 
ratus, and the axes intersecting at the center of the ball 
like body. 

13. Apparatus as claimed in claim 12 and wherein 
each of the legs is in the form of a resilient connecting 
structure comprising a plate member forming a univer 
sal joint member for engaging with the mounting arm, 
and a resilient leg structure extending at right angles to 
the plate member and biasing the plate member to a 
central position and permitting the resilient displace 
ment of the plate member in its own plane, the sensor 
means being arranged to monitor the displacements in a 
direction parallel to the plane of the plate. 

14. Apparatus as claimed in claim 10, wherein each of 
the legs is in the form of a resilient connecting structure 
comprising a plate member forming a universal joint 
member for engaging with the mounting arm, and a 
resilient leg structure extending at right angles to the 
plate member and biasing the plate member to a central 
position and permitting the resilient displacement of the 
plate member in its own plane, the sensor means being 
arranged to monitor the displacements in a direction 
parallel to the plane of the plate. 

15. Apparatus as claimed in claim 14 and wherein 
each of said resilient connecting structures comprises a 
rigid base member adapted to be fixed in space and 
forming at least part of said base of the apparatus, a rigid 
connector, and an array of resilient pins spaced nor 
mally parallel to one another and located spaced around 
an axis extending from the rigid base member and sub 
stantially at right angles thereto, the pins comprising a 
first set of at least 3 pins fixed to the rigid base member 
and fixed to the rigid connector, and a second set of at 
least 3 pins extending from the rigid connector through 
respective apertures in the rigid base member to be 
connected to said plate member. 

16. An apparatus as claimed in claim 10 wherein each 
of said sensor means comprises a light emitting means 
and a light detecting means axially aligned substantially 
at right angles to the respective axis and a control mask 
connected to the respective resilient connecting arm 
structures and operable to vary the degree of interrup 
tion of light onto the light detecting means whereby the 
magnitude of the output signal is usable in determining 
the applied torque and/or applied force. 

17. Apparatus for transforming applied forces into 
translational components along three mutually perpen 
dicular axes and torque components about these three 
axes, the apparatus comprising a body to which the 
force is applied, three connecting members attached to 
the body and extending away therefrom such that in a 
central position of the body remote connection points 
on the respective connecting members lie along respec 
tive reference axes extending from a central point of the 
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body, these reference axes being mutually perpendicu 
lar, respective leg means being pivotally connected to 
the respective connecting members at said connection 
points through universal joints of limited range and 
motion, biasing means being provided to bias the con 
necting members towards the central position, and sen 
sor means for sensing displacement of each connecting 
member and/or each leg means whereby the nature of 
the applied force may be determined. 10 
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14 
18. An apparatus as claimed in claim 17 wherein each 

of said sensor means comprises a light emitting means 
and a light detecting means axially aligned substantially 
at right angles to the respective axis and a control mask 
connected to the respective connecting members and 
operable to vary the degree of interruption of light onto 
the light detecting means whereby the magnitude of the 
output signal is usable in determining the applied torque 
and/or applied force. 

k it is 


